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Above — On his second tour to
Sicily, AD2 Franklin Varela,

of AIMD power plants division,
Naval Air Station Sigonella,
loves being stationed in Europe.




European

tateof M1

HE NAVY USED TO BE TOUTED AS AN “ADVEN-
ture”, then it was a “journey”, and now young

people are prompted to “accelerate their lives”
in the sea service. No matter how you look at it, a
tour of duty in Europe will provide all three of Duty in Europe could be a bad day in

The old world charm, as seen in Vietri,

is symbolic of the many small towns that
pepper the Italian coast. These are popular
destinations for many Sailors and their families.

are experiencing that “new” feeling, as shiny
and bright naval facilities rise amid the Old
World’s historic and ancient architecture.




Right — Many local companies have received
construction contracts on the naval bases of
Europe. An Italian worker lays down tar on
the roof of the new hospital at the Gricignano
Support Site near Naples:

Instead of spreading construction
dollars across the board, with a little
going to each installation, plans call
: ' G st

camp if you're not in the right frame of mind, but it can also
be the best time of your life and a cherished experience if you
are properly prepared.

First and foremost, you need to be in a European state of
mind. That is, completely accept and buy into the fact that
Europe is not (I repeat) is not America, nor can it ever be
expected to be “your” version of the United States. You will not
always get your food, your television, your commercial goods,
your music, etc. While the Navy strives to provide these things
overseas, you cannot change the host country you are in and its

affects, good and bad, on your lifestyle. All the compromising

Left —The new courtyard on Naval Support
Activity Naples may look empty during
working hours, but at the end of the day,
Sailors come to the serene area to eat at
the “Ciao Hall,” visit the gym or shop at




duty in Europe,” said For

Kidder, of Commander, Fleet /
(COMFAIRMED). “They make an educated ch
to see Europe, travel, experience the culture anld
maybe even [discover] their family heritage.
Others make a calculated career decision.”

European
StEFCC of

Above - Both serving as command sponsors, YN2 Jeffrey Heisler, of Navy
Element Naples, and his wife, Pandora, carry groceries into a new housing
unit for the Dungan family. As new families arrive in Naples, they are
immediately moved into available units at the Gricignano Support Site.

Below - Alisha Killing

freshman at Naples American
High School, practices running
hurdles at the new DODDs learning
institution’s track and field facility.
Alisha enjoys being on a track
team and traveling to sports events
around Italy and Europe. “The
competition is good, and | get to
go places like Vicenza.”




Right - Five-year-old Caila Dungan enjoys one of
her favorite books, which came in her family’s
express shipment only two days after they arrived
in Naples, Italy. Having the comforts of home

in a timely manner helps families, like the
Dungan's, adjust to living in Europe.

wide sponsor program initiative. “It’s not

new in the Navy, but commands in Europe have elevated it to a

higher standard. It’s the little things that count, that extra mile.”
For Pandora Heisler, that meant baking homemade lasagna

for the Dungan family, who she and her husband, Yeoman 2nd

Class Jeffrey Heisler, of Navy Element Naples, Italy, were spon-

soring. “I know how exhausted we were,” recalled Pandora. “I




pans. They even tracked

ment. 2
“Sponsors play a big part in the first 24 hou |

exclaimed Personnelman 1st Class (AW) Charles n -

Dungan, after being on terra firma Italy for all of she managed to expres:

two days. My chief even came out to the terminal  arriving in Italy. "

Above — A teacher at Naples American High
School helps a sophomore at one of the many
computers students have ample access to.
Being able to e-mail friends stateside and surf
the Web helps teens adjust to life in ltaly.

Right - The Inter-Cultural Relations Class
eaches Sailors and their families things
that the local nationals take for granted -



led and unexpected

Right — At the fishing docks,
Sailors can see the heart of the
Neapolitan society. Here, a local

fisherman repairs his nets
after a long day on the water.

und Europe, is explained

! ons (ICR) program.
e area in Europe it serves and
. Folks arriving in Napoli

security, personal safety, money, and food. They also get a
two-day field trip downtown, where they are taught how to
use public transportation, shown a few of the historic sites,
exposed to markets and restaurants, and given some general
history of the region.

“Volcanoes make me nervous,” commented Cryptologic
Technician Seaman Recruit Sarah Haggerty, while gazing across
the Bay of Naples at the looming Mt. Vesuvius during her ICR

Left —The fresh fish from the open
air markets of Naples is a major
source of income for the people

of the harbor city.




Playing back the tapes she records before
mailing them home could
be a problem if she doesn’t
have the right VCR or TV.
Televisions in Europe
operate on a different

Right - The Inter-Cultural
Relations Class is a great way
for Sailors, and their spouses,

to learn the basics of
European life.

Left — With many different signs and traffic
habits to watch for, driving in Italy can be
stressful. DM2(SW/AW) France Briand, of
NAS Sigonella's public affairs office, keeps
a sharp eye on the road as she navigates




Garver, of Naval Support Activity Naples
s staff, that means viewing her favorite soap,
on a local station. “It’s pretty weird,” she says
talian, but she is able to follow it. “It helps me
” However, service members and their fami-
ffer through watching their TV shows or
eign tongue, as American Forces
on and radio programming at many
yean theater.

ver says she misses her family

In the bustling metropolis
of Naples, billboards
advertising everything
from the latest movie

to the oldest wine, are
plastered to the sides

of buildings.

 and that it was tough at first to adjust, not only to her first duty
station in the Navy, but also being overseas. “I get a lot of pack-
ages, letters and pictures from home, and I make a lot of morale
calls (DSN access to stateside phone service that significantly
reduces the cost of making a call to the states).

Talking the talk

Speaking Italian, Spanish, Greek or the queen’s English seems
to be one of the biggest problems to tackle. “Being away from
home and not knowing the language was the hardest thing,”
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‘She and her family — husband, Aviation
_ Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class Michael Feliciano of
Naval Air Station II Fire Dept at Sigonella, Sicily,
their 18-month-old son, Andrew, and 5-year-old
daughter, Alyson, are finishing up a two-and-a-
half-year tour on the southern Italian island.
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Walking through the crowded streets,
Sailors can see what day-to-day life is like for
an Italian in the busy port city of Naples.




Above - Sailors often will decorate their
homes with pottery from the many shops
in the Naples area.

Right — Sea urchins are not a delicacy

in Spain. However, they are traditionally
found on almost every street corner in Cadiz
during pre-Carnival festivities. Cadiz, only
20 minutes from U.S. Naval Station Rota, is
the second most popular city in Spain to visit
during Carnival - rivaled only by Tenerife in
the Canary Islands. Spaniards typically dare,
or even double dare, their friends to try the
salty, gooey and very slimy insides of the
spined creature. The sea urchin is eaten like
a clam - only with a bit more caution - and
tastes like slimy salt water.

Bottorn Right - Spanish men and women
typically dress up in traditional Andalusian
oumtshranmd spring and wmmerlaln.

Photo by JOC Jon McMillan
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Others are already on their second tour in Europe, like
Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class Franklin Varela, assigned
to AIMD Power Plants division at NAS Sigonella. Serving first
in Italy from 1993-97, he and his family got their choice to
return a year-and-a-half ago. “We love Europe. There’s been
no bad experiences,” he remarked. That’s not to say there
weren’t adjustments to be made by the Varelas. He said they
miss not having the big chain discount stores and home
improvement warehouses around, especially on returning
this second time. Still, he says he’d take “overseas in a heart




The convement:es of home, that we 1
granted, are often missed. In Imly only |
and the Dungans have already discover thei
electrical service is not as reliable as it was in the to learn to
United States. However, the Housing Self-Help big city exp
program provides items that makes life easier. Neapolitan.” (i
“We’re glad we get free light bulbs [from the Self- When he retums to
Help program),” added Dungan. an additional new skill

ping. “I haggled and haggl-

- Duty in Europe affords Sailors a once
h a lifetime uppnrtuhntyto see historic
jand wonderous landmarks, such

! | asthe Vatican in Rome.

he 2. 1 version.” In total, plaza feel with a central walk and parking all
acehﬂ‘w‘lll cost $570 million, and will around the perimeter, leaving the fence line clear
ur-fifths of NAS I and two-thirds of of buildings. “This was not only done for consoli-
- the two areas that comprise base facilities  dation, but also for antl-tezronsm and force
ity of C .pzotecnon concerns.”




sh rug he purchased. “At first, I was afraid to for example, tapa hopping is a popular past time for Spaniards
n, and I basically stuck to the Navy Exchange. and Americans alike. Tapas are traditional bite-size-portions
t there!” He added, that once you know a few of an endless variety of Spanish foods and are usually served
. “I use sign language. .. there’s always a lot with a drink. There are hundreds of tapa bars around Rota,
and each tends to have their own specialties.
enefits of duty in Europe is trying the “We like to walk around and stop at a tapa bar and have a
€ special to each culture. In Rota, Spain,  drink and some fried squid and peppers,” said Personnelman
- Seaman Gabriela Nicolescu, from Rota’s Personnel Support
Detachment. “My favorite tapa is the pimienta fritos or fried

peppers.”’
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Above - At Regional Headquarters Southern Europe in Naples, Italy,
Italian soldiers and other foreign military members await the moming
call to colors, so they can raise NATO’s 18 nation flags.

Right — Narrow alleys and side roads bustle with life in Naples.

order one brand’s parts, and maintenance personnel only need
to be familiar with that type of unit versus half a dozen different
kinds like we have now.”
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(Italian for tomato and chicken) because, said
Caila, “Mommy got us a movie.”
Families end up staying in Europe due to their

G ] Left — Elements of the new bachelor quarters
| (BQ) at Naval Support Activity Naples mimic
the surrounding European architecture.

Below — During a USQ day-trip of the Almafi
Coast, ITSN Crystal Campos and IT3 Amanda
Mancuso, both on their first Navy tour at
Comander Fleet Air Mediterranean, are awed
by the lalian region’s postcard beauty.




you can go

s Programs Specialist 3rd Class Michael Nutt is

e in Italy is “way different” from his small home-
bine, Wis. “I love it; [ picked it here,” said Nutt of

three months in Europe. He’s told his mom repeatedly,

during their bi-weekly phone calls, that he hopes to either get a

new BMW automobile while stationed in Italy or to get
married. “I'm surrounded by magazine covers,” he declared
of the many beautiful [talian women he’s seen. Nutt hopes to
find romance in the canalled-city of Venice. If not for love,
he’ll go because of the low cost, he exclaimed, “I can afford it
from here!”
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Above — Heavy equipment and hydraulic
cranes are common Sights at the
Gricignano Support Site in Naples.
Buildings like the new Exchange and
commissary are due to open in 2004.

Right — EOCN James Brett, of NMCB-40,
levels the site for a new sports complex
at Naval Air Station Sigonella. Seabees
are building complete projects and
assisting host contractors at many other
new construction sites, saving funds.and
ensuring proper standards are met.
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to ships overseas. And a new

passenger terminal at Sigonella serves

the thousands of military personnel

and their families who PCS through. |-
- the Mediterranean and on to the g

 Middle




w_*fe I would show her the world,” n
“It took me nine years and joining the Navy, bu
‘now I can do that.” :

Support Activity Naples

quaters staff, appreciates
private/semi-private arrange-
ment of her new 1-plus-1 room.

Below — With Mount Vesuvius in
the background, Naval Support
Activity Naples has recently
been remodeled in an ltalian
style to blend with the host
country environment.




in the Balkans “In Kosovo,
ations first hand — that’s

Above -~ NATO duty is one option for Sailors wanting to serve in Europe
and work alongside their foreign military counterparts.

Right - LCDR Rich Rutkowski, of COMFAIRMED, strolls the tree-lined
plaza at NSA Naples with daughter, Robin, and son, Ryan. Having

a new child development center, mini-mart, movie theater and

food court all in walking distance from work proves very

host country is paramount “At first, I dldn't ]Jke the cuhur
said high school freshman Jon Till, who attends Stephen
Decatur High at NAS Sigonella. “But now, I know it’s how they
live, and I can appreciate it.” He added that coming to that
healthy understanding, “has been pretty cool.”

Information Systems Specialist 3rd Class Amanda Mancuso,
of COMFAIRMED, echoed the same sentiment. “I hated it at

convenient to many Sailors and their families. |}




: You don’t have to know the language, but 15' i
certainly helps. However, with the right European
state of mi yucan have an adventure, your
Navy journey can continue and you'll be living

Above - At the end of a memorable tour, the Feliciano family enjoys one of their last
Italian meals before leaving NAS Sigonella, Sicily.
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